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The 4th Kobe International Conference on the Care for All Creatures 2015 Opening Address

DASFEEVEN HAERTZ
Yoshitake Y OKOKURA,
President, Japan Medical Association
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In connection with the opening of the 4th Kobe
International Conference on the Care for All Creatures
2015, | would like to say afew words on behalf of the Japan
Medical Association.

First, | heartily congratulate the efforts of executive
committee members and others in carrying out this great
conference.

This conference started in 2009 to disseminate to the
world what we learned from the Great Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake, which was “responsibility for life.” This year,
commemorating 20 years since the Great Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake, the next two days will be filled with dense
discussion under the slogan of “One World, One Life.”

In the modern society that continues to advance toward
a borderless world, we must learn from the ideas and efforts
in other countries and spread our own ideas and efforts to
the world. For challenges that need to be addressed, it is
very important that the entire world shares the awareness
of the issues and engages in problem solving in close
collaboration. We can all be proud of holding such a
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significant world-leading international conference in Japan.
The message we will send from Japan to the world through
sincere discussions at the conference will help improve the
welfare of al animals including humans al over the world
and realize a successful coexistence of humans and animals.

The 16th president of the United States, Abraham
Lincoln, once stated, “I am in favor of animal rights as well
as human rights. That is the way of a whole human being.”
Holding this conference in the years to come will help
nations across the world to share hisidea.

The Japan Medical Association formulated its mission
statement two years ago. In its preamble, we have set a goal
“to realize a society that values human dignity,” and we are
striving to protect the lives and health of citizens. We will
continue to further exert our efforts in this direction because
we believe that this principle is common to all living beings.
I would like to end my remarks with a prayer that thisyear’s
conference will be arewarding one and that all participants
here today will continue to have outstanding success.
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