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Live Love Animals ICAC KOBE 2015

The 4th Kobe International Conference on the Care for All Creatures 2015 Opening Address
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Hiroaki KONO,
Director, Hyogo Prefecture Animal Well-being Center
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ICAC KOBE has been taken place for four times,
and this year is commemorating 20 years since the Great
Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake. At the point of earthquake,
with a goal of emergency assistance for the disaster victims
and emergency protection of suffered animals, ‘Hyogo
Prefecture South Earthquake Animal Rescue Headquarters
was set up by Hyogo Veterinary Medical Association,
Veterinary Association of Kobe City, and Hanshin section
of Japan Animal Welfare Society on January 21, 1995, four
days after the earthquake, and it was supported by Hyogo
prefecture and Kaobe city.

Throughout a year and four months of support, they
received a cooperation of 21,000 volunteers and a donation
of 260 million yen. A total of 1,556 dogs and cats were
rescued.

After that, some large scale disaster including the Great
East Japan Earthquake occurred and animal rescue activities
were conducted as needed. In Hyogo prefecture, based on
the experience of the animal rescue activities at the Great
Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, five animal well-being centers
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were created from 2010, to act as a center of animal rescue
activities in case of disaster. Also, at the Great East Japan
Earthquake, we have sent 41 agents for 90 days to support
‘the Fukushima Animal Rescue Headquarters'. In addition,
on February 15, 2015, we had a symposium under the theme
of “evacuating with pets”.

At the Hyogo Prefecture Animal Well-being Center, we
think it is important to enlighten people “evacuating with
pets” and prepare against disaster. In the situation, I am
very pleased that the conference is held in cooperation with
industry, educational institution, private and government.
| am expecting the participants share their widespread
thoughts through the conference.
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