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Caring Society
From Home Visits to Community Organizing

Ichiro Matsuhara, Prof.
Kansai University
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In Kobe, the home visit program started to
develop as a part of the reconstruction

scheme for Hanshin-Awaji Great Earthquake
in 1995.
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It has developed in five specific characters:
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(1) It is provided not only in shelters or
public housing but also in other localities.
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(2)Home visits by lay persons are followed
by professionals who commit themselves
to social work and health care.
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(3) The target population
from senior single house
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seniors with special need
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(4) It deals with not only individual cases

but also groups and community as a
whole.
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(5) It even handles networks in the

community.
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Numbers of Home Visit People and Groups (2014.4)

Community Welfare Commissioners ; 2,435
Home Visit Groups ; 1,419
Home Visit Workers of different kinds ; 187
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Home visits play the vital role during the
reconstruction period which help people to
be linked in the new living environment.
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Deserted death of single household became
a nationwide agenda to which various home
visit programs are expected to be a solution.
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Kobe played a pioneering role activating the
programs which focused on both personal
support and community organizing.
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The latest change of the national caring
scheme for the elderly has partly introduced

the Kobe model.
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The home visit programs are the key service
of all care in the new scheme playing the role

of the gat

e keeper.
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Poverty, suicide, abuse and other individual
risks take place in the community.
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Yet people with these risks are left alone
and socially excluded in the community.
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Let me use the analogy of invisible
(=deserted) death as opposed to tamed
(= well cared) death by P. Aries.
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Socially excluded life leads to invisible
death. Home visit programs are meant to
be a social resource of well-cared life for
the people in need.
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When we try to understand the meaning
of tamed life, we can think of pets that we
care in daily life. We live with them.

Why not with friends in community?
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Sense of living together in community
encourage those with feelings of helpless
and low self-esteem.
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Life has some emptiness in itself and
it has to be filled by others.
( Hiroshi Yoshino, Poet )
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