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2nd Live Love Animals International Conference on Animal Care in Kobe 2012 Opening Address

AN FeRIREREE R = 2 - Bl fE—

Ryuichi YOKOYAMA, Director, Hyogo Veterinary Medical Association
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I would like to express my congratulations on the holding
of the 2nd International Conference on Animal Care in
Kobe.

March 11th 2011 was a terrifying day for Japan. The
overwhelming power of Mother Nature acutely reminded us
that we are all but a part of nature. However, even though
human lives within our society may only be one segment in
the circle of life, there is no disputing that human life must

come first.

The tsunami also caused an extensive loss of livelihoods
over a wide area. In addition there are the areas to which
entry is now restricted due to the radiation contamination
following the nuclear reactor accident. Without doubt, the
urgency of each situation demanded the rescue of human
life as the highest priority. However, we must not forget the
animals left behind, both livestock and pets, which were left
to die of hunger. Yes, human lives are precious but the value
of other life should be no different. However, the reality is
not so simple and we find ourselves tasked with finding the
answer to a difficult question.

ICZED D NIZND TR, BIEMEE L TE S LT 3
M, IERICHR R RS E T N KD IBNET,
3A 11 HDBE, SEREERMS & U TR FHIR
Wk T &, FREFIAREELICEL, TNE TR
IR RE S ZRICEZ TOVE LY, BRI tEENDS
HENTUEROVE Ui, RIREERS & U TIRMEEEEK
ERREOIIGH R T Iah > T2 &I VI > T,
IEWFERIC T I N TV S A - JEEHE - i tE I i
Z T, 3 A 11 HUF ORI & B % Z 0z B i U 7s U
NEESHENVEEZTVETDOT, EFEOTHRE i
NEEA UL BEOWZLETD,

RIBIT, AR ERES OTERIC X O KE R kThz I
DHENBEITENTZLELT, FADBRE LT TV
EEET,

The Hyogo Veterinary Medical Association has been
considering the role it should play during disasters
based on our experience of the Great Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake. While we have felt that the measures which
our association took during the aftermath of that earthquake
were inadequate, since March 11 we have realized that the
very fundamentals themselves need to be reconsidered.
Nevertheless, our Hyogo Veterinary Medical Association is
committed to preparations for facing large-scale disasters
and, while we must continue to pay heed to the present
situation, post March 11th, we must be prepared for the
much-forecast Tokai/Tonankai/Nankai Earthquake, an event
expected to occur sometime in the near future. So we ask
for your support and understanding as we prepare for the

tasks ahead of us.
Finally, it is my sincerest hope that this conference will

be a great success through your whole-hearted and active

participation.
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