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The earthquake of March, 2011 caused many people to once
again focus on the predicament of animals. Compared to
the situation following the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake
there were improvements seen in some aspects of animal
rescue, but at the same time there were areas in which the
same mistakes were repeated. Nevertheless the disaster
made people stop and think again about the animals in our
society. The animals that we have brought into our society
live without being empowered with the right to make their
own decisions. They have no life other than the ones given
to them through their people. This does not apply solely
to companion animals. Farm animals, school animals,
zoo animals, lab animals, too, must depend completely
on humans. Thus in any situation human beings as their
caretaker and guardian must think of ways to handle them
appropriately. In order to do so, humans must first learn
more about these animals for whom they are responsible.
Who are they and what are the issues which may exist
between them and the human world? A conference such as
this one is a prime opportunity for people to think about
these matters. The conference will certainly provide a

wealth of information necessary for us to understand the
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predicament of animals. Expert speakers will help us learn
more about “them and us”. It is my hope that ordinary
citizens will also show an interest in the event. People who
are interested in animals and those who work in animal
related areas are sure to be involved but it is important for
people who have never lived with or taken an interest in
animals to become aware that they, too, are connected to
animals somewhere and in some way. After all, they are

lives with which we all share this time and space.
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