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Live Love Animals ICAC KOBE 2015

The 4th Kobe International Conference on the Care for All Creatures 2015 Opening Address
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I would like to express my heartfelt congratulations
on the hosting of the 4th Live Love Animals International
Conference on All Creatures Care here in Kobe once again.
| would aso like to welcome al of you who have gathered
here from all over the world to attend the conference.

With the theme of “Turning the Great Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake into Brighter Futures for People and Fellow
Animals”, a variety of symposia will be held with the aim
of promoting the symbiosis of people and animals. The
conference is a meaningful one in which participants are
asked to think about the responsibility that people play,
and raises awareness on a large scale. | hope that all those
taking part in the conference will enjoy fruitful and lively
discussions.

When the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake struck, due
to the collapse of buildings and other reasons, many pets
such as cats and dogs fell victim to the earthquake and
were separated from their owners. The “Great Hanshin

Earthquake Animal Rescue Headquarters” established
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by veterinary medical associations and animal welfare
organisations carried out relief work based in the “Animal
Relief Centre”, and many animals were rescued and victims
encouraged through the contribution of volunteers and the
warm support of people from throughout the country. This
was the first time such relief work to help animal victims
following a disaster was carried out.

20 years have passed since that time, and now it is our
responsibility to remember those lost without letting the
memory fade, as well as to hand down the knowledge and
experience of the disaster, how we responded to it, and the
initiatives carried out for the subsequent rebuilding of the
city. | strongly believe that it is most important for us to
continue to share our own personal memories of that time to
the next generations.

Finally, | would like to express my respect to all those
involved in the planning of the conference, and wish that it
isagreat success.
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