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Live Love Animals ICAC KOBE 2015

The 4th Kobe International Conference on the Care for All Creatures 2015 Opening Address
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Shin-ichiro YAMASHITA,
Chairperson, Japan Animal Welfare Society (JAWS)
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Already 20 years have passed, since Hanshin Awaji
Earthquake disaster occurred. Since then we experienced
several big earthquakes, localized heavy rains. And in 2011,
that big earthquake hit badly East Japan, many people and
animals lost their lives. The worst earthquake we have ever
seen. Because of the man-made nuclear disaster, we were
forced to face many hardships, and finally we were able to
start for a recovery. After Hanshin Awaji Earthquake , the
government, local governments, and people all united and
worked together. That is why we call that year, 1995, as “The
first year of volunteer”. We are working not only for human
beings but aso for various animals, from companion animals
with which we live together to animals which are involved
deep in our human society, like, cattle by which we are fed.

Human beings and companion animals are united by
heart, so called Kizuna in Japanese. So we cannot separate
those animals from the owners when we are to help or
save those owners Guaranteeing animal welfare, we can
promote both the spiritual and physical welfare of human
being. And regarding animals, since we own them for many
purposes, all their lives are entrusted to us and we have
ethical responsibilities. We have to satisfy them by providing
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them all what they need, and manage their health, sanitary
condition, living environment in a decent manner without
giving unnecessary stress and have to keep them in a healthy
condition in both mentally and physically. It is very important
not only for the animals but aso for us, because we enjoy the
benefits from it. We have been developing our land seeking
economic richness, and as our daily life has been becoming
rich we have been moving animals from their natural living
environment which they need desperately to a quite different
one. By doing so we have been destroying natura ecological
system, causing afriction between animals and human beings
and now we have to face it from the national point of view to
solve the problem.

Human being and animal are both creatures living on
earth. It is not a matter of “human being OR animal”. We
have to learn what is going on accurately, gather enough
data, analyze it. And based on the result, putting our wisdom
together, it is our duty to march forward to the goal, “One
World, One Life”, the earth on which both human being and
animal live together happily. And | hope strongly that this
international conference should be the very first step for the

goal.
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