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Live Love Animals ICAC KOBE 2015

The 4th Kobe International Conference on the Care for All Creatures 2015 Opening Address
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Taisei HOSOIDO, D.V.M.,
President, Japanese Animal Hospital Association (JAHA)
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We have been experiencing a few large scale earthquakes
since the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake. Japan is a
country of volcanoes and earthquakes, and we have to live
in the fear of them. The pets living with us have the same
fear. Japanese people have had the characteristics to be
tender to animals, so on the event of the volcanic eruption
of Kuchinoerabu-jima Island in June, nobody had any doubt
on evacuating with the pets.

It has been 20 years since the Great Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake disaster, and the societal attitudes concerning
pets and the veterinary medicine have been changing in
time.

In 2003, more pet dogs started to live inside the
homes than outside, which is a change for the dogs from
“guard dogs” or “pet dogs” to “members of the family” or
“companions”. In 2009, Law for Ensuring the Safety of
Pet Food was established. This was an opportunity for the
citizens with or without pets to realize that pets are part of
the society.
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In the field of veterinary medicine, to meet the advancing
and diversifying request, veterinarians and veterinary nurses
are cooperating in treatment and prevention of diseases,
zoonosis control, routine checkup for early detection and
control of chronic diseases, referral to special or high
degree treatment if necessary. For the pets to be living in
the society and for humans and animals to live happily,
veterinarians have the role to support the coexistence of
human and animal s by promoting training and manners.

On the other hand, due to the aging population and the
increase of single-persons household, the cats which are
comparatively easy to take care are increasing, and the dogs
which need more care are decreasing. This suggests that the
various human social problems also have effects on the pets
living with us.

| would like to discuss the theme of human animal
interactions more deeply on the occasion of the ICAC
KOBE 2015.
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