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I would like to thank you all, from the very bottom of my
heart, for the generous support and cooperation you have
provided towards ICAC KOBE 2014.

Next year will witness the 20th anniversary of the Great
Hanshin-Awaji (Kobe) Earthquake. As you know already,
this conference was originally started to commemorate
the 15th anniversary of the disaster. It set out to force us
to recognize the responsibilities we have towards life, and
to all lives in their various forms. Each time we hold this
conference we see the number of fields that need to be
covered expand and expand. This has helped us remember
the simple fact that ‘we humans are just another living
creature among a huge variety of living creatures existing
and sharing the Earth, a single planet on which we all live.
Our lives are not so separate, they are intricately joined
together’.

The key thought behind ICAC KOBE is that ‘we have a
responsibility to ourselves, and to the gift of life we have
been given, to live happily and be thankful for each other’s
existence’. This conference can reinforce our appreciation

that ‘our Earth becomes a more fulfilled and richer planet
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when the happiness of one individual life is connected to
that of another.’

I would like to express this concept in the title words ‘One
World, One Life’. We live in a globalized world in which it
has been become impossible for us to live without impacting
on others. It is my most sincere hope that we can deepen our
discussions and play our part in leading people towards a
more enriched world and producing more happiness for all

living creatures.



