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Ties Between People and Animals
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Katsumoto NAKAJIMA, Chairman, Veterinary Association of Kobe City
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I offer my congratulations for the holding of the 2nd Live Love
Animals International Conference on Animal Care in Kobe 2012. To
mark this occasion, I would like to contribute the following message.

As we are all aware, Kobe City suffered catastrophic damage as a
result of the 1995 Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake. Furthermore,
because the epicenter of the quake was very close to a central
urban area, the scale of the resulting damage was the largest of any
earthquake in Japan since the Great Kanto Earthquake of 1923.
And if we consider Kobe alone, the disaster was unprecedented in
the previous 500 years. In the years since 1995, the people in Kobe
who were affected by the disaster have undertaken a wide variety of
reconstruction projects under catchphrases such as “reconstruct as
soon as possible”, “safe and sound urban development”. Following
the earthquake, the Japanese government declared 1995 “the Year
of the Volunteer” and several previously unremarkable words, such
as “kizuna” (bonds or ties), “light of hope”, etc., became deeply
engraved in the hearts of both disaster victims and people working as
volunteers.

The Great East Japan Earthquake, which struck on March 11, 2011,
registering as the fourth largest earthquake ever recorded worldwide,
and the consequent Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant accident
have added up to an unprecedented disaster for Japan in terms of
both the extent and the scale of the destruction. In addition this
country, which suffered radioactive contamination from the atomic
bombs of the Second World War, is now once again contaminated by
radioactive fallout due to the nuclear accident.

Although in Kobe we are geographically distant from the present
disaster area, we are swayed by a deep sorrow and concern for the
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victims. Naturally we acutely feel obligated to extend any kind of
support we can to the extensive area affected by this large-scale
natural disaster. After the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, Kobe
received a huge amount of support from people across the nation. As
a small gesture of reciprocation for that support, I myself visited the
disaster area in April, after Sendai Airport was tentatively reopened.
While there, I carried out an investigation by talking to victims of the
disaster. In particular, I researched the support system for animals,
and sent requests to the relevant authorities such as the Emergency
Animal Rescue Headquarters.

On that occasion, the response from local governments to our
requests to set up an Animal Rescue Support Center was not very
enthusiastic. Every priority was being given to measures to help
the human victims of the disaster. However, from our viewpoint
as having experienced the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, we
knew that carrying out support activities for animals affected by the
disaster, (such as temporarily keeping them or looking for foster
owners), would serve to aid many disaster victims in their own
efforts to recover. As such, these activities are important for helping
those affected by the disaster to shed their “disaster victim mentality”
and move from a state of being mired in sorrow to one of rising
toward recovery.

“Kizuna” was chosen as a defining word of 2011. I believe that this
“kizuna” is something that can rescue people from the “disaster
victim mentality” that naturally afflicts so many of those who survive
through the disaster itself. In this context, I consider ties between
people and animals to be an extremely important thing that has much
in common with ties between people and people.



