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2nd Live Love Animals International Conference on Animal Care in Kobe 2012 Opening Address
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I extend my heartfelt congratulations on the hosting in Kobe,
once again, of the 2nd Live Love Animals International
Conference on Animal Care and I would like to welcome all of
you who are attending from across Japan and beyond.

The damage caused by the Great East Japan Earthquake that
struck in March of last year was on an unprecedented scale. In
response to the disaster, Kobe City has been providing support
to help with the recovery efforts and reconstruction of the
disaster area based on implementing the expertise gained and
lessons learned from the 1995 Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake
in Kobe. Having experienced such a disaster and post-quake
recovery in our own recent past, we are committed to continue
support efforts in the future. Kobe is uniquely placed to provide
this in ways that connect people’s hearts and minds with the
disaster area.

In the wake of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake and in
an effort to rescue pets and their owners, a group centered on
veterinary associations and animal welfare organizations set up
the ‘Great Hanshin Earthquake Animal Rescue Headquarters’.
This group expanded its animal rescue activities despite the
personal losses and suffering of many of its own members.
In addition, through the extraordinarily devoted cooperation
of volunteers and warm support from numerous other people,
their efforts saved the lives of many animals and encouraged
so many disaster victims. These ties, created between people
and people and between people and animals, were subsequently
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handed down in a dog transfer project - an initiative carried out
in collaboration between Kobe City Animal Control Center and
volunteer groups.

Based on guidelines established by the Ministry of the
Environment, Kobe City is currently promoting measures to
further reduce the number of cats and dogs destroyed each
year and to heighten public awareness about the correct ways
to keep cats and dogs. These measures are part of our efforts
towards realizing a city where people and animals can live in
harmony together. In this regard it is highly significant that
we are holding an international conference that will deepen
discussions about the Great East Japan Earthquake experience
and animal health management, etc., with the aim of promoting
health and happiness for both people and animals. It is my
sincere hope that the information shared will be disseminated
far and wide, all around the world.

Lastly, I would like to express my deep respect and appreciation
for the many people who have joined together to make this
event possible. I sincerely wish the greatest of success for the
conference and the good health and active participation of all
those attending.
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