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Chizuko YAMAGUCHI, Veterinary Inspector,
Japan Animal Welfare Society (JAWS)
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This year, we are holding the 2nd Live Love Animals
International Conference on Animal Care in Kobe 2012.
In 2011, Japan was struck by an enormous natural disaster
in the form of the Great East Japan Earthquake and the
accompanying tsunami. This was compounded by a major
nuclear power plant accident - a type of disaster that the
Japanese people have never experienced before. This
disaster will have long-term implications that we are not
yet able to fully ascertain. Under these circumstances, the
relationship between people and animals, as evidenced by
human-animal bonds, the responsibilities of pet owners,
the status of animals in society, etc., are once again being

reconsidered.

With regard to small animals, a policy of ‘accompanied
evacuation’ in times of disaster has already become an
established policy for several local government authorities.
In cases where large numbers of people and animals gather
within a single place it is essential to conduct animal health
management on a routine basis. Likewise it is essential to
prevent the spread of infectious diseases, and to train pet

animals so that they do not make trouble for other people.
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If owners would always carry out their responsibilities to
their animals and society properly, and if our animals are
ever given civic rights, then we will have a society in which
accompanied evacuation in times of emergency becomes
a matter of course. I think that for animals and people
alike, stress can lead to the development of many kinds of
diseases. So at this care-themed conference I hope that, in
the interests of a happier society of people and animals, and
a society in which both can feel safe and secure, that wide-
ranging discussions will take place during each workshop.
These workshops all relate to animal health management
and medical care based on human-animal bonds and
the principles of animal welfare, so I also hope that this
conference will make a contribution to improving the

mental and physical health of both people and animals.



