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Hiroko SHIBANAI,
Adpvisor, Japanese Animal Hospital Association (JAHA),
Director, Akasaka Animal Hospital
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Human Responsibility for Planet Earth

When considering the extraordinarily long history of living
creatures inhabiting Planet Earth, even within the history of
mammalian species, we humans are relative latecomers. But
there is much we must think about. Our human population,
which now exceeds 7,000,000,000, continues to contaminate
the planet’s soil, water and air and, as a result, the Earth’s
environment is deteriorating. We see rising temperatures,
torrential weather, floods, tornadoes, earthquakes, tsunamis,
and man-made disasters such as the recent nuclear power
plant accidents. Large scale incidents, which will continue
to impact the generations to come, have been occurring
one after another with alarming frequency. Furthermore,
with the advance of urbanization, human relationships have
weakened. With more and more people who are sad and
lonely there are greater incidences of depression and suicide.
At the extreme, innocent people have been indiscriminately
killed by unstable individuals whose emotions and faculties

have run out of control.

Advisor’s Message
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Unless the number of people prepared to challenge such
issues also increases significantly, it is impossible to
improve or put an end to these problems.

We have all been traumatized by the Great East Japan
Earthquake of March 11th, 2011, but we have also been able
to re-confirm an appreciation for the preciousness of life,
and the impact of the environment including Nature on our

lives.

I hope that this conference will make us aware of what we
can do, and what we should do now. I hope it will be one in
which different interest-groups can cooperate so that we can
join our forces in making a positive move forward, for all

the lives on this planet Earth.
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