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Let me tell you a story about something that happened more
than half a century ago, when I was a child. We had a dog,
named Esu, who was a member of the family. A neighboring
man used to visit our house, and it was pleasure to hear
his conversation as we had little in the way of amusement
in those days. One day, while Esu was present, the man
remarked that it was being said that dogs were edible. When
I heard this, I involuntarily gave Esu a tight hug.

Keeping a dog was very difficult in those days and because
puppies were born every year in large numbers the families
suffered while looking for people to adopt them. Elder
brothers would teach their younger brothers how to dispose
of newborn puppies even before their eyes had opened.
Their eyes being closed somehow made the sadness easier
to control. One morning, a couple of lovely puppies would
disappear suddenly from the yard. Although nobody
would ask, the father had probably thrown the dogs away
somewhere the night before. The mother of the family, the
mother dog, and the children that played with the puppies
would all be in tears. In those days, people and dogs alike
were surviving in desperate circumstances while plagued by

lack of food and infectious disease. Although the situation
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was severe, at the same time there was a connection and
a bond of understanding between people and companion
animals.

Now we live in the 21st century, an age in which people as
well as their companion animals are provided with “cradle
to grave” welfare. Food is plentiful and birth control has
also progressed. Nevertheless, in this kind of environment,
the number of abandoned cats is actually increasing.
Cases of animal abuse have not come to an end either. In
addition, abnormal social phenomena that stem from the
“wild nature” of humans are increasingly making an ugly
appearance, both within and outside Japan. Animals would
be shocked if they were able to see some of the things going

on in the human world.

The normal state of being for “life” can be said to be ‘pure’
and ‘filled with love and mercy’. In terms of purity of life,
animals are more honest than people. We need to learn the
importance of “life” from animals. At this symposium,
many kinds of programs for deepening the human-animal
bond will be considered and discussed. Let us rehabilitate
towards a healthy society with a pure heart.



