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Date : Sunday 11th July 2004 Chairperson: -
Venue : Portopia Hotel, Kobe, Japan Core Topic: -

Objective : By examining the most current information relating to the great

contribution of dog training for the purpose of rehabilitating serious Panelists: -
- Mr. AOYAMA Yukikatsu, Director of Nara Probation Office,

criminals, and by addressing the issues still further, the symposium
aims to find ways to reduce juvenile delinquency and contribute to
rehabilitating delinquents. At the same time, this discussion will deepen
our understanding of the relationships in human animal co-existence
and help to improve animal welfare.

Organizer : NPO Knots

Special Sponsor : Nestlé Purina PetCare

Sponsor : ASAHI BREWERIES, LTD., Kawai Acoustic System Co.,Ltd

Organizationr : Tsutomu Nakauchi Foundation,

Supporting Organizations Hyogo Prefecture, Kobe City,

. Hyogo Prefecture Board of Education,
Kobe City Board of Education,
Japan Veterinary Medical Association,
Veterinary Association of Hyogo Prefecture,
Veterinary Association of Kobe City,
Japan Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals, JSPCA, JAPANESE SOCIETY OF
HUMANE CARE OF ANIMALS,
Japan Animal Welfare Society,
Japan Pet Care Association,
Japanese Animal Hospital Association (JAHA),
Osaka Kobe Consulate General of the USA, Kansai American Center.
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Ms. YAMAZAKI Keiko Companion Animal Study Group “Go”
Dr. Joan Dalton (USA), Executive director, Project POOCH, Inc.

Dr. Joan Dalton

Rehabilitation Bureau, Ministry of Justice

- Dr. KAGEYAMA Jinsuke, Professor of Neuro-Psychiatric

Science, Tokyo Institute of Technology

- Dr. YAMAGUCHI Chizuko, Veterinary Inspector of

Japan Animal Welfare Society

PROGRAM

13:00 Opening Declaration
13:05 Core Topic (1 hour)

'Dog Training at Reformatories'

14:05 Break (5mins.)

14:10 Speeches by Panelists: (each 20mins.)

15:10 Break (5mins.)

15:15 Panel Discussion,Questions and Answers (45mins.)
16:00 Close
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Proj ect POOCH (Positive Opportunities, Obvious Change, With Hounds)

A program for youth offenders at the MacLaren Youth Correctional Facility

Woodburn Oregon, U.S.A.
Executive Director Project POOCH, Inc. Woodburn, Oregon, U.S.A.

Joan K. Dalton, M.S.T.

Project POOCH began in 1993 as a therapy
to help males (ages 14-24) that were locked
up in juvenile correctional facilities for crimes
such as robbery, rape, and murder. Many of
these males had dropped out of secondary
school due to learning problems, disinterest
in what was taught, or drug and alcohol
abuse.

| had been a secondary education teacher
for twenty years in the largest city in Oregon.
After coming to the correctional system to
help youth become successful learners,
| discovered that they often were poor
readers, poor listeners and had a difficult
time paying attention to their teachers. |
was familiar with dog programs in the adult
prisons in the United States but there were
none for teenage offenders. After two years
of planning, we brought our first dog from a
local dog shelter to the correctional facility,
where the youth that were learning how to
work with wood (called the building trades),
had built a kennel.

All of the boys or young males like having
a dog to play with, feed and walk. It gives
them an opportunity to learn how to
care for another living being and receive
unconditional love in return.

Once the dogs are given all necessary
vaccinations and have been spayed/neutered
and obedience trained, they are adopted by
families looking for a trained companion.

All of the dogs in Project POOCH come from
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local dog shelters and have problems such
as excessive barking, jumping on people,
aggressiveness or other out of control
behaviors. The youth also demonstrate
behavior problems such as being out of
control, dislike for authority, poor social
manners and lack of past experience in the
development of responsibility, patience or
work ethic. Problem youth and problem dogs
are paired together so that they can learn
acceptable behavior from each other.

Project POOCH also teaches youth skills for
future employment such as dog grooming,
dog boarding, dog training, dog kennel
management, and assisting with veterinary
hospital Procedures. Youth receive money
for dog grooming and boarding. This money
goes to pay back victims of their crimes and
to help the youth pay for a place to live when
they are released from the system.

Recent research indicates that of the youth
followed after leaving corrections, none have
returned to the correctional system. Although
the youth in this research do not represent
all that have been in Project POOCH over
the past ten years, it does provide promising
outcomes for the ability of dogs to teach
troubled youth responsibility, patience,
compassion and a positive work ethic.
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Director of Nara Probation Office, Rehabilitation Bureau, Ministry of Justice

AOYAMA Yukikatsu

In response to a number of violent crimes perpetrated by
juveniles in Japan during the 1990s, including a bizarre
murder in Kobe committed by a 14-year-old junior high
school student, a movement arose to promote tougher
punishments for young offenders in criminal cases. This
led the enactment of the revised Juvenile Law, which
went into effect from April 2001. However, the existence
of the revised law has not led to a decline in juvenile
delinquency. In particular, the number of young offenders
sent newly to reformatory reached 5,962 in 2000,
approximately 1.5 times the corresponding number in
1995, with the result that the nation’s reformatories are
now facing a serious overcrowding situation.

Over the past few years, as the number of reformatory
inmates has exceeded the capacity of the facilities, and
the difficult living conditions that ensue have continued
to contribute to outbreaks of trouble among the inmates.
There are shortages of living rooms (with six inmates
living in space designed to accommodate four),
bathrooms and toilets, and at night one instructor has to
guide over 20 juvenile inmates in activities ranging from
basic lifestyle tasks such as cleaning and washing to
individual tasks like diary keeping, etc.

Animal-assisted therapy, which became a major theme
following the Kobe murder incident, was introduced in
the form of rehabilitation programs such as tropical fish
breeding at reformatories all over Japan, or contact
with guide dogs as in the case of the Kanto Medical
Reformatory. However, due to the current overcrowding
situation the management of animals has become
difficult, forcing the reformatories to stop tackling new
initiatives. Consequently, the actual situation is that
no actual animal-assisted therapy is currently being
conducted in the context of juvenile reform programs.

Result of Animal-Assisted Therapy through Reading at
Nara Reformatory

Juvenile Y was sent to a reformatory for the second
time following repeated instances of delinquency. When
he was an infant, his biological mother disappeared
because of the violent behavior of his father. Following
that he was raised in a children’s home until he was in
the fourth grade of elementary school, at which time
his mother reappeared and took him back to live with
her and his father-in-law. However, unable to form
bonds of familiarity with his mother and farther-in-law,
he repeatedly ran away from home and engaged in
repeated acts of delinquency. As a result, he was sent to
a reformatory where he spent a long period. At a juvenile
inmates’ book report meeting at his reformatory, Juvenile
Y announced a book report entitled Dog Shelter—A Re-
launching of Dogs and Boys. In his report, he spoke as
follows.

“More than 100 children who loved dogs and passed
time with them didn’t go on to commit crimes again. |
think that the reason was because they were able to feel
unconditional love through their experiences of living
with and taking care of dogs together with Joanne. | feel
that | personally haven't received love from my parents
up until now... Since reading this book, I've become
aware of the necessity of the love that parents give their
children, so I'd like to become a person who can teach
unconditional love to children.”

Juvenile Y, who normally appears spiritless and abrupt,
spoke enthusiastically in a quivering voice. Since seeing
this side of him that they had not witnessed before, the
staff are now hopeful that juvenile Y, who was impressed
by the book he read about a dog shelter, will now travel
the path to rehabilitation.

Adjusting the Outside Living Environment While the
Offender is in Care

By the time that a young offender becomes re-socialized
after being released from a correctional facility, the
various problems that surrounded them before they were
institutionalized (including family relations, associate
relations, securing of a working place, etc.) should have
been solved. Accordingly, in parallel with providing a
correctional education, we carry out environmental
adjustment at the place where the young person is
scheduled to live following their release (in the case of
boys, this is usually under a guardian). In this way we try
to improve their living environment, which can become a
factor in prompting delinquency.

Probation Following Parole
When a young person’s results at a correctional facility
rise to the top rank, and other conditions including
the establishment of a suitable environment at the
scheduled living place capable of accommodating
them following their release, the young person is given
parole and placed on probation for a period. During
this probationary period, attempts are made to realize
some form of organic cooperation between their
corrective education and environmental adjustment, and
private volunteer rehabilitation workers meet with the
young person every month to conduct living guidance,
vocational training, etc.
This approach to probation realizes fairly positive
results so that approximately 70% of juvenile offenders
who have been involved in criminal cases (including
traffic offenses) are eventually released from probation.
However, similar to the reformatory situation, the
probation system is burdened by problems such as
probation officer case overload, ageing of rehabilitation
workers, etc.

-/
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Professor of Neuro-Psychiatric Science,
Tokyo Institute of Technology

KAGEYAMA Jinsuke

In recent times we have seen some
unprecedented criminal acts committed by
young people in our society. Indeed, these
days it is becoming increasingly difficult to
understand the mindset and behavior of our
younger generations. We must understand
the basis that these are crimes of ‘self-
validation’ or ‘self-affirmation’ suggesting
perpetrators have an ‘egopathy’ or ‘empty
self’” with a ‘primitive, child-like need to
validate their own power’, as caused by, or
a reaction to, the over-whelming materialism
and information excess of our times. This
reaction may not always result in criminal
behavior but, as a symptom of the ‘pathology
of self’, there is clearly a ‘deficiency in the
software for living or being’. In order to solve
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this problem, it is necessary to recover the
‘bodily self’. In other words, through contact
with Nature and animals, it is important to re-
connect with our sense of a real self that is
part of the living environment.

As well as several other factors, ‘Pet
Therapy' has a very important role here.
Perhaps more than anything else, recent
times have revealed the increasing
aberration in our natural connection with
living beings, as evidenced by various
negative social phenomena including some
appalling juvenile crime. Fostering the ‘heart’
through pet care is one form of corrective
action that can combat this fundamental
deficiency within modern civilization.
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Veterinary Inspector of Japan Animal Welfare Society

YAMAGUCHI Chizuko

Humans make use of animals in many various ways.
Among other roles, animals provide us with food, help
us in our work, serve our research needs, cover for our
disabilities, entertain us and even help in our education.
These roles also include the function that animals serve
as pets or companions. A great deal of research already
shows that interaction and communication with animals
benefits people in many ways. People who keep animals
already know this to be a truism. Project Pooch exemplifies
this perfectly.

Young criminals convicted of serious offences (including
theft, rape - even murder) can relate to animals that have
been mistreated or abandoned by their owners. In other
words, men and dogs with similar backgrounds of neglect
are capable of a mutual trust and opening up their feelings.
By caring and training for their dogs, these people can
appreciate the value of existence and develop a sense of
responsibility. The most exciting aspect of this Project is
that the recurrence of criminal activity by offenders after
they have left the institution is zero. It is also pleasing to
know that the dogs themselves also gain a happy new life

after leaving the institution and end up with kind owners in
warm homes.

However this kind of project is only possible (and should
only be allowed) under the following criteria; namely, that
the welfare and happiness of the animals (in terms of
good mental and physical care) is guaranteed, that the
environment is ideal, that the associated training is non-
stressful, and that the dogs are treated with responsibility
and consideration. Nowadays, there are even more
activities in which animals help people, such as animal
therapy, assistant dogs, and school animals. However, too
much emphasis seems to be placed on the end gains for
the human recipient at the expense of the physiological
and psychological wellbeing of the animals. Furthermore,
there are examples in which only the animal’'s immediate
needs are considered, with no thought for the future.

We believe that use of animals should only be permitted in
such roles after their optimal welfare needs and happiness
have been assured, an assurance that should also cover
their full life span.
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Chairperson
Companion Animal Study Group “GO”

YAMAZAKI Keiko

Society has recently begun to focus more and
more on the valuable role of animals in the
education of children. However, not enough
attention has been given to the fact that there
are different results depending on the nature of
how the actual child-animal relationship is taught
whether through caring for animals, or the actual
methods involved in teaching and interactions.
Allowing children to keep pets, to join in activities
involving animals, or to have animals at schools,
can never be enough. A child’s behavior towards
animals is primarily influenced by the adults
around the child. If an adult believes that looking
after an animal is a nuisance, is incapable of
feeling for an animal that is suffering, or handles
an animal roughly, a child will never gain anything
positive from that influence.
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In this symposium, some great results from youth
development programs that employ the dog
training experience will be reported. However,
I must state a word of warning to anyone who
would like to employ such a program. The key
to the success of the program is very much
determined by the type of training method used.
In order for young people who have experienced
a violent upbringing to gain any ability to learn
non-violent problem-solving skills, they must
first be taught how to influence dogs by coaxing
instead of by force. Those who would wish to
understand such methods should first study
animal behavior and training methods employing
positive reinforcement. Without that commitment,
it will be meaningless to conduct such youth
development oriented programs.
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TOMINAGA Kayoko

When | was a student in the second grade at junior high school,
a girl in the sixth grade at an elementary school in the same
school district was killed while making her way home from
school. At around that time, the police visited our school day
after day and | remember that many of the teachers resented
their presence. The perpetrator of the crime was a boy who
was in the third grade of my junior high school. This boy was a
friend of the elder brother of one of my classmates, and after
he was arrested | heard that the elder brother had muttered
“Just as we expected”. The offender was sent to a rehabilitation
facility, and the next time | heard about him was when he killed
a female high school student.

More recently, other sad incidents involving children Killing
children have occurred in Kobe and in my hometown of
Nagasaki. Each time | hear of such a tragedy, my mind goes
back to the incident that occurred when | was in junior high
school. Back then, Project Pooch was a project that gave me a
flash of hope at a time when although | was still a child | felt a
sense of helplessness. It is an epoch-making project in which
young people and dogs are able to help each other.

Once a tragic incident of this kind occurs, the victim, the
offender and all the surrounding people are locked in the grip
of an extremely sad and painful situation. What can we do
“to prevent such incidents from happening”? My grandfather

HiaEn, NEMRTREZREE T 5— Kobe Humane
Knots Center —D XI55 0, SHIZMNEIZHR-TET
WBIDTEUET, BYOFEEDSN D THNIZE Fir7s
4. ADEULEEN Y DIENLE BT TH 2 THLZ&IZED,
DNENREL LT WEEMAIESN THLD TERN T
L&D, BFIZRDFLED, TOR -8 HitEETH
KR Ly BARIEHEZNA, SEBRILOEHKDZ
RONZ KM T HZEN HREU, THE.
TIREOEL 72 ERRICEHALP L BT Ed. Ralfngs
U CHR=MEHIT TREE R AL E U F RN 7R &
th, SHEO 7 et HA S RO St AT A
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used to work as a rehabilitation worker, but the most important
thing is that not only those who are in positions of dealing with
offenders but the rest of us as well take a greater interest in
the question of “what can we do?” | feel strongly that there is
a rapidly increasing need for places like the Kobe Humane
Knots Center, which accumulates diverse strands of expert
knowledge and proposes humane measures. Also, today, with
S0 many more people living in close contact with other animals
than in the past, | think that a rich spirit and a society in which
it is easier for people to live can be created by focusing our
attention on linking the issues of human welfare and animal
welfare.

Finally, thanks to the efforts of so many people, we have been
able this year to host the fourth annual Live Love Animals
International Symposium. | would like to give my sincere
and hearty thanks to all the many people whose support has
helped to make possible this endeavor. In particular, I'd like to
extend my deep appreciation to Nestlé Purina PetCare which
has continued to help us with the symposium as a special
supporter, to Asahi Breweries Ltd. and Kawai Acoustic System
Co., Ltd. for their excellent support, and to Tsutomu Nakauchi
Foundation, which has given us continuous aid. We should
never forget that corporate activities of this kind are making a
valuable contribution to the future development of society.
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