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Time has flown since our first conference in 2009, yet so
much has happened. Some major problems have brought us
great hardship and gloom and the path ahead often seems
too far and too difficult.

However I have gained some hope on reading the abstract
for the keynote speech by Professer Katamine, President
of Nagasaki University. To solve our difficulties we first
need to gather together the wide capabilities of all the
people concerned. However I realize that, even if we do
successfully pool all our resources, the goal remains so far
off down the path that we cannot see it. Nevertheless, we
must still look ahead and work sincerely for the benefit of
society in the future, even if it is for people we will never
know. In our daily lives we are under constant pressure to
produce results and sometimes to deliver them alone. But, I
feel a sense that my life is included within the unrolling of
the Earth story, and that I have a membership for life with
all the other beings.

Our theme and mascot team ask us to consider our
‘responsibilities’ (or “kuleana” in Hawaiian language)
for the lives of others. We should feel ‘happy’ (hau’oli)’
for all the other creatures that live. Likewise, we need to
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‘appreciate’ (mahalo) their each and every existence. Kobe
city, through its own experience, is included within this
message. The two Hawaiian words ‘akua’ (god) and ‘puka
komo’ (door) combine to mean ‘door to the Gods’ which,
translated into Japanese, is the name “KOBE”.

I feel honored that our conference has come to its
second stage and for this opportunity to think about our
‘responsibilities to life” beyond our own selfish interests. If
we can all think just a little more about our own role in the
lives of other creatures, then this meeting can claim a big

success.

I would like to extend my gratitude and personal regards
to all those who have made this ambitious project come
true. Let us continue to persevere towards our dreams for
the future and apply our combined strength for the greater
happiness of others.
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